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Sir: 

In an Office Action mailed January 14, 2003, the Examiner has required 
restriction to one of the following inventions under 35 USC §121 : 

I. Claims 1 to 13, drawn to a dielectric substrate; and 
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II. Claims 14 to 20, drawn to a method of forming a dielectric substrate- 
According to the Examiner, the inventions are distinct because they are 
related as process of making and product made. Further according to the 
Examiner, because these inventions are distinct and have acquired a separate 
status in the art, restriction is proper. 

The restriction requirement is respectfully traversed. 

While the inventions may be distinct, they are not independent and 
distinct as required by the statute, 35 USC §121 . The Examiner has made no 
claim that the Inventions are independent. Accordingly, it is submitted that as 
the inventions are not independent and distinct as required by 35 USC §121 , 
restriction is not proper. 

Applicants are not unmindful of the fact that the Office may require 
restriction if the inventions are merely distinct and not independent and distinct 
as required by 35 USC §121 . In the event that the Examiner continues to 
erroneously assert that restriction is proper, then Applicants hereby elect 
claims 1 to 13 for prosecution in this application. 
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S/N 10/016,090 



Further action with respect to the present application is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DAVID C. LONG, ET AL. 
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